62 Report on the Road from Sinde, &c. [No. 1383. 


12. Leaving Kaee, the direction varies to N. W. 60°, distance from 
Ghat Awril to this place is little more than twelve miles. Shikarpoor 
is the next stage, before coming to which you pass through a good 
path, road on both sides free from jungle, and after reaching Lubauna, 
you pass the Sinde canal. Lubauna is a village under Meer Aly 
Moorad, and to appearance the inhabitants are in a comfortable way ; 
patches of cultivation mark the road on.to Shikarpoor. Distance 
from Kaee nearly twelve miles. 

(Signed) J. Nock. 
(True Copy, ) 
(Signed) ALEX. Burns, 
Envoy to Kelat. 


Proceedings of the Asiatic Society. 
(Friday Evening, 13th January, 1843. ) 


The Annual Meeting of the Society was held on Friday evening the 
13th January, the Hon’ble the President in the Chair. 

The following Gentlemen were proposed as Members of the Society :— 

The Rev. Cuarues Irvine, St. Xavier’s College. Proposed by the Hon’ble 
Sir H. Seron, seconded by H. Torrens, Esq. 

Lieut. Barro Smirx, Bengal Engineers. Proposed by A. Torrens, Esq, 
seconded by Lieut. A. Broome, B. A. 

Baboo Cossinaty Brose. Proposed by Dewan Ram Comut Sen, seconded 
by Baboo Prossono Comar TAGORE. “aa 

Josern St. Pourcatn, Esq. Chandernagore. Proposed by Dr. wae second- 
‘ed by the Acting Secretary. 

Library. 

The following list of Books, presented and purchased, was read :— 
Books received for the Library of the Asiatic Society, for the Meeting of the \3th 
January, 1843. 

The Calcutta Literary Gleaner, for Koay 1843. Vol. I, Nos. 9and 1], from the 


Editor. 

The Calcutta Christian Observer, for January 1843. New Series, Vol. LV, No. 37, from 
the Editor. 

Oriental Christian Spectator, 2d Series. Bombay, November 1842. Vol. HI, No. 
11, from the Editor. i 

Journal des Savants, Juillet 1842, Paris. 
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Annals and Magazine of Natural History. London, September 1842. No. 62. 
Purchased. 

London, Edinburgh, and Dublin Philosophical Magazine and Journal of Science, 
3d Series. Vol. 21, No. 136, August, 1842. 

Transactions of the Society of Arts, &c. London, 1841. Vol. LIII, Part 2d. 

Proceedings of the Geological Society of London, 1840-41. Vol. III, Part II, Nos. 72 
to 76. 

Yarrell’s History of British Birds. London, 1842, Part 31. Purchased. 

Chinese secret Tried Society of the Tien-ti-Hi-uh, by Lieut. Newbold and Major Ge- 
neral Wilson. Presented. 

Stevenson’s Translation of the Sanhita of the Samadeva. London, 1842, 

Iben Khallikan’s Biographical Dictionary, translated from the Arabic, by Bn. Mac- 
Gluckin de Slane. Paris, 1842. Vol. I. from the Author. 

Archeologia, or Miscellaneous Tracts relating to Antiquities. London, 1842. Vol. 
XXIX. from the Archzological Society. 

Meteorological Register kept at the Surveyor General’s Office, Calcutta, for the month 

of November 1842, from Government. 
Read the following letters from Government. 


No. 1184. 


To H. Torrens, Esa. . 
Secretary to the Asiatic Society. 

General Department. 

Sir,—In continuation of the previous correspondence respecting the proposed 
publication of Dr. Cantor’s Chusan Report in the Researches of the Asiatic Society, I 
am directed by the Hon’ble the Deputy Governor of Bengal, to transmit to you for the 
purpose therein mentioned, copy of a further letter from Dr. Cantor, dated the 10th of 
October last, together with the Manuscript which accompanied it, entitled, ‘*‘ Some 
account of the Botanical Collections made by Dr. Cantor during his service in China,”’ 
drawn up by Assistant Surgeon W. Griffith. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant. 
i H. V. BAYLEY, 
Deputy Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
Fort William, the 14th December, 1842. 


To G. A. Bususy, Esa. 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 

Sir,—I have the honor to submit the accompanying Manuscript, entitled, ‘* Some 
account of the Botanical Collection made by Dr. Cantor, during his service in China,”’ 
drawn up by Mr. W. Griffith, who on receiving a series of duplicates of the botanical 
collections formed for Government during my service in China, promised to undertake 
the task now performed, 

2, As the contents of Mr. Griffith’s Manuscript are illustrative of the Descriptive 
Catalogue of Animals, collected at Chusan, which I had the honor to draw up 
by order of the Right Hon’ble the late Governor General, it would be desirable 
-that both should be published in conjunction. 
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3. As you have been pleased to present my Manuscript to theAsiatic Society, I have 
the honor to solicit that you will favor me by presenting Mr. Griffith’s Manuscript 
to the Asiatic Society, with a view, that it may appear in the same volume of the So- 
ciety’s Researches, in which my Manuscript is to be printed. 

4. Mr. Griffith has offered to correct the press when he shall have arrived in 
Calcutta. 

5. Finally, I beg to a for the ewayoidable delay which has taken place in 
the transmission of the accompanying Manuscript. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
(Signed) T. CANTOR, 
P. W. Island, the 10th October, 1842. Assistant Presy. Surgeon. 
(True Copy.) H. V. BAYLEY, 
Deputy Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


Ordered— That the thanks of the Society be returned to Government, 
and that the MSS. be published in the Transactions. 


No. 317 of 1842. 

From G. A. Bususy, Esa. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, to H. 
Torrens, Esa, Secretary to the Asiatic Society. Fort William, the 7th Decem- 
ber, 1842. 

Political Department. 

Sir,—I am directed by His Honor the President in Council to forward to you for 
submission to the Asiatic Society, the accompanying Fac Simile of an Ancient Inscrip- 
tion recently discovered in Aden, by work people employed in excavating a new road, 
together with transcript of a letter from the Political Agent at Aden to the Secretary 
to the Bombay Government, forwarding the same, with his observations, 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 
Fort William, the 7th December, 1842. ` ' >- G. A. Bususy, 
Officiating Secretary to the Government of India. 


Ordered—That the letters be duly acknowledged, and that Captain 
Haynes letter with a lithograph of the Inscription be referred to the Secre- 
tary for early publication in the Journal. 

Read extracts from private letters of Major Troyer to Mr. Torrens and 
to Baboo Ram Comut Sen, enquiring as to the transcription of the Vedas 
for the French Government. The Hon’ble the President stated that this 
had been a private account between the late Mr. Jas. Prinser and the 
French Government, and that on the retirement of M. Guizor from office, 
the allowance of 1500 francs annually had been stopped; that the accounts 
had been duly rendered ; and that there was even a small balance due. Upon 
enquiry of Kamanaxanta Punpit, who had conducted the Benares corres- 
pondence, he stated, that about “seven anas”? 7-16ths were copied and 
sent, and that the remainder 9-16ths could be obtained whenever cash 
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arrangements were duly made.* The Acting Secretary was requested to 
communicate officially with Major Troyer, on the subject of his letter, 
after making due enquiries. 

Read the following letter from T: S. Storrorp, Ese. accompanying the 
handsome Donation to which it refers, and for which the best thanks of the 
Society were voted, for his polite attention in supplying this blank in 
the Museum. 

Chandpore, Diamond Harve Road, 2nd Januury, 1843. 

My pear Sir,—Mr. Higginson tells me, that the Asiatic Society is in want of a 
good specimen of a Wild Boar. 

By the bearers I send one 1 killed yesterday, than which I have seldom seen a finer. 
He was a famous one too, having been hunted last year several times by the “ Tent 
Club,” without success, and became the terror of the villages about this place. 

If it could be stuffed, it would be better than a skeleton, and ticket it, ‘* Presented. 
to the Asiatic Society’s Museum in behalf of the “Tent Club,? and killed by 
J. S. Stopford, 2nd January, 1843.”’ I remain, Dear Sir, 

Yours truly, 
J. S. Stoprorp. 


The following list of articles presented to the Society by Lieut. W. S. 
SHERWILL, 66th Regt. N. I. Revenue Survey, Gya, was read. They will 
be found referred to more particularly in the Zoological Curator’s report. 


List of Specimens presented to the Asiatic Societys Museum. By LIEUTENANT 
WALTER S. SHERWILL. 


One Horn of South African black Rhinoceros. R. Africanus. 

One ditto, polished, 

One pair of Horns of Male Hartebeest. Damalis Canna. 

One pair of Horns of Male Bontibok. Gazella Pygarga. 

One Skull of Ethiopian Hog, Sus Larvatus, from Port Natal, South Africa. 

One lower Jaw of Hippopotamus. 

One pair of Horns of Roee Rhiebok, Redunca Villosa. 

Two Tusks from lower Jaw of Hippopotamus, (S. Africanus.) 

One strip of Hide from Hippopotamus, of which are manufactured the Cape “ Sam- 
boks,” or Whips. 

Two Tusks of Hippopotamus, (lower jaw.) 

Two lower projecting circular Tusks or Rooters of the same animal and individual ; 
killed at Port Natal. 

One Skull of Hyrax, or Rock Rabbit, from the summit of the Spitzkopf Mountain, the 
highest peak in S. Africa, height 10,250 feet above the sea, which is seen to the south 
at the distance of 126 miles. 

Two Wooden Spoons of Hoolu manufactory. ‘Tribe of King Moselekatse. 

One Horn of Springbok, Gazella Euchore. 


* Major Troyer’s letters also stated, that the Societé Asiatique had not yet received the 4th Vol. 
of the Mahabarata though dispatched long ago. 
K 
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Two odd Horns of Blesbok, Damalis Canna. 

One single Horn of a Cow Eland or Impoofoo, Damalis Oreas. Bull stands six feet 
six inches high at the shoulder. 

Six Poisoned Arrows of Bushman manufacture, made of reeds, tipped with bone from 
the Ostrich thigh bone, inserted in a piece of strong wood, and bound with the dorsal 
sinew of the Springbok Antelope. The poison is composed of a species of red slime or 
moss, called by the Dutch ‘klip gift, or “rock poison.” It is common to all water- 
falls and damp spots in the snowy gnountains in South Africa; this ingredient mixed 
with the poison from the poison-fangs of the Cobra-de-Capello and the inspissated 
juice of a bulb named by the Dutch “telp,’’ resembling a crocus with a blue flower, 
forms a mass which is smeared on the shaft and bound with sinew. The effects of this 
poison are sudden, and very fatal. 

Three Tails of Cameleopards, C. Australis. 

6th November, 1842. 

The grateful thanks of the Society were ordered for this handsome 

Donation, of which many of the objects excited great admiration, and are 


most valuable additions to the Museum. 

Read the following extract of a letter from Lieut. Barro Smitu, referring 
to his former enquiry as noticed in the Proceedings of (See November or 
December Proceedings.) 

Camp Delhi, 11th December, 1842. 

My pear Sir,—Accept my best thanks for the trouble you have taken in forward- 
ing to me the extract from the Papers, relative to the Earthquake of the 11th ultimo, 
and those in Persian &c. relative to Earthquakes in general. Both are most accept- 
able, and you will oblige me by thanking Mr. Torrens in my name for the latter. 

There is no doubt whatever as to the existence of the Zill Zillee Namah, and that 
portion of the Calcutta native savans who doubt of this, because not themselves 
aware of it, have fallen into the not unusual error of reducing the information of others 
to the standard of their own ignorance. Dr. Falconer has repeatedly seen and examin- 
ed it during his travels in Cashmeer, and by a note just received I learn, that although 
a copy of it cannot be procured in Delhi, many of the learned natives there are ac- 
quainted with the work. I fear, however, that it is from Cashmeer only that it is to be 
procured, and I have sought the aid of Mr. George Clerk in procuring it thence. 

Very sincerely yours, 
R. BAIRD SMITH. 

Read the following letter from the Curator in the Zoological Depart- 


ment :— 
Asiatic Society’s Museum, 13th December, 1842. 


Sır,—I beg to represent to you the urgent necessity that exists for not longer de- 
laying to supply cases for our rapidly increasing collection of stuffed Mammalia. 

Of the many specimens that are now risking the consequences of exposure, I find 
that two have already suffered from insect ravages. Fortunately, these chance not to 
be of value (further than as regards the time expended on the preparation of them), 
being merely a Jackal and a common Fox; but thc same injury might have happen- 
ed to species which are not so easily replaced, and which are still liable to be thus 
attacked and ruined. 
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It is moreover injurious to such of our specimens as are under cover, to crowd them 
one upon another, as I have hitherto been obliged to do, to bring as many of them as 
possible within the protection of the two small glazed cases which alone can now be 
allotted to them; and the proper display of our collection of Mammalia to visitors is 
altogether impracticable under existing circumstances. 

I may also be permitted to add, that it is evidently felt as discouraging by our 
taxidermists, that the specimens upon which they have bestowed so much pains in 
getting up, should be suffered to receive injury fr want of the needful protection of 
glazed cases. 

It is now some months since the admeasurements were taken for two large cases, 
such as would amply supply our present wants, to be placed outside the Society’s 
meeting-room, and opposite each branch of the staircase; but I have understood that 
the order for these has been, for the present, countermanded ; and in the mean while it 
devolves on me to remind you that the perishable specimens intended to fill them are 
in constant jeopardy, certain of them having already suffered injury as hereinbefore 


mentioned. l Yours obediently, 
Ep. BLYTH. 
Ordered—That the estimate be prepared, and referred to the Committee of 
Papers for approval. 


Read note from R. C. GatriELD, Esa. presenting Bows and Arrows used 
by the Hill people about Rajmahl, for which the thanks of the Society were 


ordered. 
Read letter from Mr. Jas. Dearpen, Serampore, for whose curious Dona- 


tion the thanks of the Society were voted. 


To the Secretary of the Asiatic Society. 

Sır, — lf the enclosed Nest or Bag, * which I found on a tree in the Garden of the late 
Dr. Carey, at Serampore, be deemed by you worthy of preservation, 1 beg your ac- 
ceptance of it for deposition among the Society’s collection of curiosities. It contained 
at the time of finding, two or three solitary, common red Ants, (these I imagine, 
were not the framers) and was disposed between two unfaded leaves which were firmly 
united round the edges by some adhesive matter, and so compressed, that they expanded 
at the centre, taking the form of a mango fruit stone. The opening was at the tips 
of the leaves. During the last six years, I have never observed any change in it. 

I remain, Sir, 

Serampore, 28th December, 1842. Yours obediently, 

Jas. DEARDEN. 


Read the following letter from Major Boreau, of the Magnetic Ob- 
_ servatory, Simla :— 
Simla, 8th December, 1842. 
My bear Sir,—I have the pleasure of sending, through my brother, two more Sets 
of Tables, one a transformation of Mr. Oltmann’s Barometrical Tables, which will be 
very useful, in enabling the labourers in this department of Physics to reduce all these 


Nore.—This Nest was probably the production of a silk weaving spider, but nothing farther could 
be ascertained.— Ep, 
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observations by one common method; and, secondly, a very convenient and portable 
set of Refraction Tables, which I have extended and enlarged from those printed in the 
Philosophical Transactions, for 1838. Portable Tables of this kind are still much 
wanted, and as Mr. Baily has given these (on a small scale and before the publication 
of Mr. Ivory’s second paper, which introduces certain corrections in the former num- 
bers,) they may be looked upon as filling up another desideratum for the Travelling 
Observer’s library. à I remain, 
ø My Dear Sir, 
Yours very truly, 
J. H. BoILEAU. 

The best thanks of the Society were voted for these valuable fruits of 
Major Borreav’s labours, and the papers were referred to the Editor of the 
Journal for publication. 

Read a translation of ten Sanscrit Slokas, composed by KĶKAMALAKANTA 
Punpit, on the restoration of the Gates of Somnath. 

Read the Report of the Curator of the Museum of Economic Geology for 
the month of December. 


Report of the Curator Museum of Economic Geology for the month of December. 


Museum of Economic Geology.—The following letter from the Right Honourable 
the Board of Control has been transmitted to us by the Private Secretary, from the 
‘Right Honourable the Governor General. It is in reply to the circulars of this depart- 
ment addressed to the Board by our Secretary. 

Camp Korna, November 30th, 1842. 

S1z,—I am directed by the Governor General to transmit the accompanying letter. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most faithfully, 
H. M. Duranp, Lieut. Private Secretary. 


The Secretary of the Bengal Asiatic Society. 
India Board, \6th September, 1842. 

Sir,—I am directed by the Commissioners for the Affairs of India to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 4th July last, forwarding a Prospectus of a Museum 
of Economic Geology, which has been established at Calcutta, in connection with the 
Bengal Asiatic Society. The Board are fully sensible of the advantages that may result 
from the researches of this Society, not only to,the Scientific, but also to the Agricul- 
tural and Commercial portions of the community, and I am desired to assure you, that 
it will give them much pleasure to favor the attainment of the objects which it has 
in view. I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
l W. B. BARING. 
The Secretary of the Bengal Asiatic Society. 

I have the pleasure to state, that we have recovered, through the agency of Major 
Manson, Political Agent with Bajee Rao at Bithour, four cases of Minerals and 
Geological specimens, shells, models of crystals, &c. and one Chemical Balance with a 
Nicolson’s Gravimeter, and a small box of blowpipe tests, &c. These, as I learned from 
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Captain Herbert’s Journal, had been made over to his survey from Captain Danger- 
field’s, and it at last occurred to me to address Major Manson in my search after them. 
A part, it appears, were sent down to the late Mr. J. Prinsep, but the remainder have now 
reached us. The specimens are in a sad state of confusion, but. I recognise several re- 
ferred to in Captain Herbert’s Journals, and there are many which will either fill up 
blanks, or be very illustrative and useful in our collections. The apparatus also is in a 
dilapidated state, but can be repaired, and will all be of service in the laboratory. 

Lieut. Yule, of the Engineers, Executive O@icer at Chirra Punjee, has at my re- 
quest obliged us with four bags of the Fire Clay of that locality, to which I propose 
giving a trial in the construction of the furnaces of the laboratory ; a specimen is upon 
the table. Mr. Mornay, Civil Engineer, from whom we purchased the Minerals noted 
below, has presented us with a small, but highly interesting and instructive set of fifteen 
specimens from the Coal field of Burdwan, consisting of the coal, porphyry, dykes in 
contact with the coal, and petrifactions.—I may notice amongst these last, a splendid 
specimen of the top of a tree Fern, No. 15, which is now on the table, and No. 4, an 
instance of coal altered to mineral charcoal, by the agency of adyke of trachyte. This 
is not uncommon, but we had no Indian specimens of it hitherto. 

I have also to report from this department a first dispatch of specimens to the Ho- 
nourable the Court of Directors through the Government of India, consisting of a part of 
Captain Tremenheere’s Tin Ores and Matrix from Kahun, Porcelain and Fire Clays, 
Ores of Manganese and Antimony and Iron, in all 21 specimens. * 

Mineralogical and Geological.—Mr J. Pontet, Deputy Collector of Bhaugulpore, 
has sent us a box of various specimens, principally geological, but his list of localities 
has not yet been received. He has been good enough to promise us further supplies, 
and as he is known to be a most active searcher amongst the Coal fields of that district, 
we shall doubtless profit greatly by his kind assistance. 

From the Rajmah! District.— From C. P. Gatefield, Esq. we have also a small col- 
lection of Geological specimens, carving from Peer Pointee, and some stone Cannon 
Balls from near the Telleaghurry Pass, which he describes as follows: ‘‘ These Can- 
non Balls were dug up about a mile from the Telliagurry Pass, there are 5 or 6 Can- 
nons at this Pass still, and the balls fit these guns ; they must have been in use during 
the Mogul Government. Telliagurry is situated between Calgong and Sicery.”’ 

Having been authorized by the Committee of Papers to endeavour to purchase from 
Mr. Mornay’s Collection such part as would be useful to us, I have done so to the 
extent allowed, and the Minerals are now upon the table, to the number of 90 
Specimens for 120 Rs. Amongst these, I may notice the specimens of Gold Ores from 
Brazil, as they occur in the various rocks, or with minerals, which are especially in- 
structive for the Museum of Economic Geology. ‘The seven specimens of Diamonds 
of various Crystallisations, Octohedrite from the Gold Clay, and from Mexico, are re- 
markable; as are also the specimens of Russian Platina and Platina Sand, and many of 
the minerals, which are rare, or valuable, on account of their crystallisations. 


* The suggestion of Captain Tremenheere, that the Museum should acknowledge its contributions 
by an engraved letter, in the style of those of the Royal Museum of Economic Geology, having been 
approved of by the Society, I have now the pleasure to submit, for inspection, some Jetters prepared 
from our own steel plate, with a lithographed form added below it. 
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As the hour was late, and much business yet before the Society, the 
reading of the report of Dr. Rosr, the Librarian, was postponed to the next 
Meeting. 

A note from Dr. T. A. Wise, B. M. S. was read, stating, that as he in- 
tended to proceed to Europe vii Egypt, he should be happy to be the 
bearer of any books or other articles which the Society might desire to 
present to Mahommed Ali Pashg. It was ordered that a list of the Arabic 
works printed by the Society should be sent to the Hon’ble the President 
for him to direct what might be most acceptable. 

The Hon’ble the President referring to the great loss the Society would 
sustain by the loss of the services of their talented Secretary, Mr. H. 
Torrens, in that office, desired the following letter to be read :— 


H. Pippineton, Esa. 
Joint Curator Asiatic Society of Bengal. 

Sir,—I beg urgently to request that you will have the kindness to relieve me, pend- 
ing the ulterior arrangements to be determined by the Asiatic Society, of the current 
duties of the Secretariat Office. 

There is I beg to state no duty among them, with the exception of the collation of 
certain MSS. of the ‘“ Tareekh-i-Nadiree,’’ (now under preparation for the Press, ) 
which requires a degree of attention, which you might find it inconvenient to give. 

I beg that you will state to the Hon’ble the President, that this work is nearly com- 
pleted, and that. I will carefully go through the MSS. before laying it before him. 

The financial responsibilities of the Secretary will of course rest with me, until I am 
formally relieved from them. 

Under these circumstances, I trust that you may not find it impossible to accede tomy 
request, in which case I shall beg you to lay before the Hon’ble the President the 
accompanying letter of resignation. - I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your very faithful servant, 
H. TORRENS. 
To tHE Hoxn’sLe H. T. Prinser, Esa. 
President Asiatic Society of Bengal. 
Hon’ BLE Sir, - l 

Having performed to the best of my ability the duties of the Secretariat Office 
of our Society for about three years, I now feel myself under the necessity of resigning 
them, principally by reason of their being now too heavy to enable me to perform 
them with benefit to the Society. 

You are aware that other causes of a public nature operate to confirm me in this 
step. 

During the period of my holding office, I have addressed no Annual Report to the 
Society of what has beeņ done in the several branches of science in which its 
Members, and the scientific public of India, are interested. I was diffident upon the 
point of ranking myself, in a published report, among those whose real attainments give 
them a personal right to review and discuss the proceedings of the philosopher, the 
antiquary, and the naturalist. 
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I need not revert to the period when sudden illness ueprived the Society of the in- 
valuable services of your esteemed and lamented brother, James Prinsep, as that 
in which the interests of the Society were more deeply affected to their detriment, 
than had perhaps ever before been the case. 

He was taken from the active pursuit of his literary and scientific researches, 
without the opportunity of giving to his successor the means of arranging what was left 
necessarily in confusion by his sudden prostration, throughout all the departments 
of science and details. 

Professor O’ Shaughnessy, who undertook the duties of Secretary, though harassed 
by unceasing labour, both in the laboratory and the lecture room, was aided in the 
Oriental Department by Mr. Sutherland, than whom none could be more capable 
for such duty. He too was, however, as heavily charged with public work, as was the 
Professor. 

It was at the instance of these gentlemen, and more specially of our late President, 
Sir Edward Ryan, that I consented to undertake the duties of Secretary. 

Since that time, the Society has been able to avail itself of the services of two 
gentlemen as Curators of the Museum, Mr. H. Piddington and Mr. Blyth, and of 
those of Dr. Roer, as Librarian. 

Whatever has been done, has been effected through their agency. I refer you, Sir, 
to their reports, to the present state of our Museum and our Library, in proof of the 
good fortune upon which the Society may congratulate itself, in that their effectual 
services were able to supply defiviencies in another quarter. 

To Mr. Piddington, I owe a personal debt of gratitude for much gratuitous labour, 
by which he has either relieved or assisted me, when public duty or personal in- 
competency rendered me unequal to the calls which were made on my time, or my 
qualifications for the post I held. 

You are aware, Sir, that I have conducted the publication, called the ‘* Journal of the 
Asiatic Society’’ on the same understanding, as did James Prinsep; viz. at my personal 
risk, though supported by the Society in the matter of subscription at a certain rate 
for each copy furnished toa Member. I propose to complete the twelve numbers due 
for the current year, and then to give up the Editorship. Whether it may be expedi- 
ent that the Society should make the J ournal its own, will be a question, Sir, for your 
future consideration. 

In the important matter of our finances, the Society have I trust been fully satisfied, 
that in spite of a most liberal expenditure, our assets have accumulated. 

I must, however, request that you will name a Committee to audit my accounts, 
and give me a final acquittal of responsibility. 

I now, Sir, resign to you my appointment as Honorary Secretary, the duties where- 
of have been temporarily assumed by my friend, Mr. Piddington, at my urgent 
request, pending ulterior arrangements; and in so doing, I have to thank you, Sir, and 
the Members of the Society for the support I have received, while I at the same time 
apologise for no few errors, and many omissions, which the nature of my public 
onerous and responsible duties, as well as the pressure of other circumstances render- 
ed it most difficult for me to avoid making. I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 
Your very faithful servant, 
H. Torrens. 
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P. S.—In emendation of my proposal to have the accounts audited by a special | 
Committee, I beg to submit them herewith for general inspection. 


The following resolutions were then unanimously passed on the motion 
of the Honourable the President, seconded by Sir John Peter Grant. 


It is proposed that in acknowledgment of Mr. Torrens’ services to the Society, a 
subscription be entered into for the purpose of presenting him with an appropriate 
Testimonial. 

That an Inkstand appears the fittest Testimonial to select. 

Resolved—That the accounts received from the Secretary be approved and passed. 

Resolved—That the Society accept the resignation of Mr. Torrens with extreme 
regret, and offer him their grateful thanks for the services he has rendered to the Society, 
during his conduct of the important and various duties of the Secretary’s office. 

Resolved—That in the opinion of this Meeting the Society would not be warranted 
in recommending to the office of Secretary any person, howsoever qualified by scientific 
attainments and business habits, who could not also superintend the Oriental De- 
partment, and the publications for which funds are furnished to the Society by 
Government. 

That as no person has offered himself competent to superintend both the Sanscrit 
and Arabic and Persian works now in the press, and proposed for publication, that 
a temporary arrangement be made until such a competent person can be found. 

Resolved—That Mr. Piddington be requested to continue to conduct the duties 
pending the vacancy of the office. 

Resolved—That the Society conduct on its own part the Journal, from the date when 
it may be given up by Mr. Torrens. 

Mr. Piddington signified his sense of the honor conferred upon him, and his readiness 
to give every assistance to the Society in the conduct of the Secretariat duties. 


